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January 26, 2022

The Hon. Jill Dunlop

Minister of Colleges and Universities
438 University Avenue, 5" Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 1N3

RE: York University proposal for a new school of medicine in York Region

Dear Minister Dunlop,

The Regional Municipality of York is among the country’s largest, fastest growing and most
diverse communities. Along with our nine cities and towns, we are proud to work together with
partners like York University to meet the changing needs of our thriving communities.

Together we strongly endorse York University’s proposal for a new medical school in the City of
Vaughan, and their vision for the future of medical education that closely aligns with York
Region’s vision of strong, caring, safe communities.

More than 1.2 million residents call York Region home, and that number is forecasted to grow to
over 2 million by 2051. As one of the most diverse communities in Canada, more than 120
different languages are spoken in our communities and our residents come from over 230
distinct ethnic origins, with one in two identifying as a visible minority and nearly one in two born
outside Canada.

While large and dynamic, our population is also aging. By 2031, one in five residents will be 65
or older. Compared to previous generations, they are healthier, living longer and continue to
work past retirement, but there is also a growing number who tend to be more vulnerable and
have more complex and costly needs. Overwhelmingly, our residents want to age safely in their
communities and require access to community care that includes innovative models of service
that support prevention and early intervention, reducing the need for more costlier health care.

Many residents of York Region, and in particular those in more rural areas, are not well serviced
by the current number of doctors in our communities. In 2020, the number of active physicians
in York Region was 1.7 per 1,000 residents. In comparison, this number is 2.2 across Ontario.
With the Region having 8% of Ontario’s population and only 6% of the total active physicians in
the province, we anticipate access to primary care will worsen with our rapidly growing and
aging population.

As our communities continue to grow and change, the complex human services needs of
residents will also grow. We continue to see a growing number of people experiencing
homelessness, increased opioid use, escalated mental well-being concerns and forecasted
increase in reliance on social assistance.

Collaboration with community partners will be critical in developing and delivering services that
meet the needs of all our residents at all ages and stages of life, now and into future. Upstream
investments that ensure sufficient and appropriate primary care will reduce the need for costly
acute care. Integrated, responsive and inclusive health and human services will be vital to a just
and equitable post-pandemic recovery.



York University's interdisciplinary approach to teaching and learning, wide breadth of academic
programming and long-standing reputation for research excellence broadly align with the
innovation we need to tackle the most pressing issues of our time. The addition of a new

medical school in York Region is grounded in this framework of delivering curriculum with an
understa



/%,

Mayor Tom Mrakas
Town of Aurora
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Mayor Virginia Hackson
Town of East Gwillimbury
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Town of Georgina
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City of Richmond Hill

Mayor Maurizio Bevilacqua
City of Vaughan
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Mayor lain Lovatt

Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville



